
Congregational Meeting:  Sunday, October 30, 11:45am (after 

worship).  The purpose of this meeting is to elect the 2023 new officers, 

nominating committee members, & staff and to approve the 2023 budget.  

It is earlier than in the past to allow time for the EPC required training for 

any newly ordained officers. 

 
The Women's Fellowship Group will meet Monday, October 24, at 

9:00am at the church.  We will discuss “The Canaanite Woman - How to 

Pursue Faith in Life's Crises.”  All women welcome. 

 
Items for the November newsletter are due to Kelly by Thursday, 

October 27.  jkerbres@hotmail.com 

 
Upcoming opportunities shared by the Mission Committee:  Seneca 

Hills Fall Work Day is Saturday, October 29, 9am-3pm.  More information 

available at www.senecahills.org .  Portersville EMS is hosting their 1st 

Annual Stuff an Ambulance for Christmas event.  They are asking for 

donations of new items or monetary gifts that can be distributed to needy 

families in the community.  A flyer is posted in the vestibule.   

 
Community Youth Event:  Sunday, November 6, 5-7pm at Portersville 

Community Park.  Kickball, food, and campfire with youth from the 

Mountville, Calvin, and Portersville Presbyterian Churches.  

 
Dinner and a Movie Night:  Saturday, November 12, 5pm. The Deacons 

are preparing a family friendly dinner followed by the movie The Lion, 

the Witch and the Wardrobe in preparation for Pastor Patrick’s Advent 

Sermon Series – Advent in Narnia. 

 
We are looking for some artificial Christmas trees for Advent this 

year.  Please contact Pastor Patrick if you have one to lend. 

 
Esther: For Such a Time as This – fall sermon series: 

Maybe you are at a place in your life where you find yourself asking, 

“What am I doing here?” or “Why am I not doing something greater with 

my life?” The truth is that God is near to you right now and has you right 

here for his purposes. The theme of the book of Esther is that God is 

powerfully working, even when we don’t see his name or hear his voice 

directly, and he delights to use willing people to accomplish his 

purposes. This fall prayerfully consider the ways God is with you right 

now and the places and purposes God has given you to live, work, and 

play. 
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WORSHIP PREPARATION & PRAYER 
 

Song of Gathering    

(livestream begins) 

 

Welcome & Announcements   

Prayer of Invocation   

 

*Call to Worship      from Psalm 16 

Leader:  I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no 

good thing.” 

People:  Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot 

secure. 
 

Leader:  I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my 

heart instructs me. 

People:  I keep my eyes always on the Lord.  With him at my right 

hand, I will not be shaken. 
 

Leader:  Therefore, my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body 

also will rest secure, 

People:  You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with 

joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

 

*Hymn #8            “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

 

Corporate Prayer of Confession   

You asked for my hands, that you might use them for your purpose.  I 

gave them for a moment, then withdrew them, for the work was hard.  

You asked for my mouth to speak out against injustice.  I gave you a 

whisper that I might not be accused.  You asked for my eyes to see 

the pain of poverty.  I closed them, for I did not want to see.  You 

asked for my life, that you might work through me.  I gave a small 

part, that I might not get too involved.  Lord, forgive my calculated 

efforts to serve you - only when it is convenient for me to do so, only 

in those places where it is safe to do so, and only with those who 

make it easy to do so.  Father, forgive me, renew me, send me out as 

a usable instrument, that I might take seriously the meaning of your 

cross.  Amen. 

 

Meditation & Silent Confession      “Day by Day” 

 

Assurance of Pardon           2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Children in Preschool and up are invited 

to continue worshiping downstairs in Junior Church. 

 

 

WORSHIP IN GOD’S WORD 
 

Old Testament Scripture  Karen Parson     Esther 8:17, 9:20-26 

 

New Testament Scripture  Karen Parson         Galatians 3:26-29 

 

Sermon          “The Celebration of God’s People” 

 

 

WORSHIP IN DECLARING OUR FAITH 
 

*Hymn #69      “Thy Loving Kindness” 

 

*Scripture Memory Verse              Ephesians 2:8-9 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not 

from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one 

can boast.” 

(livestream ends) 

 

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (inside cover of hymnal) 

 

Worship God with Our Tithes and Offering   

 

*Doxology Hymn #625   

*Prayer of Dedication   

 

*Hymn #66 (verses 1 & 3)    “To God Be the Glory” 

 

*Benediction 

*Benediction Response Hymn #465 (verse 2)     “In His Time” 

__________________________________________________ 

*ALL THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND 


